The Bridge Experience Program for Faculty
What is the Bridge Experience Program?
The Bridge Experience Program is a university-level initiative that connects students’ academic experiences to their career goals through experiential learning. To graduate, students in participating majors must complete an approved bridge experience, defined as an internship, undergraduate research, service learning, study abroad, or another form of experiential learning. These experiences are pre-approved by faculty, meet specific learning outcomes, and appear on a student’s transcript.
Is “bridge experience” just a new way to describe experiential learning?
Not exactly. Experiential learning is a required part of the initiative, but not all experiential learning qualifies as a bridge experience. What makes bridge experiences distinct is their career-related focus and their requirement for students in participating majors.
Do all students need to complete a bridge experience to graduate?
No. Only select academic majors currently require a bridge experience.
When was the Bridge Experience Program established?
The Board of Visitors approved the program in 2017, setting a goal that 50 percent of academic degrees would have a required experiential learning component by the 2026–27 academic year.
What is a QEP and what does it have to do with the Bridge Experience Program?
Every ten years, the university undergoes reaccreditation and must commit to a Quality Enhancement Program (QEP)—a university-wide initiative to improve student learning outcomes. The Bridge Experience Program is Virginia Tech’s current QEP.
How many departments are participating in the program?
As of the fall 2025 semester, 37 degree programs across 13 departments are part of the Bridge Experience Program, meeting the benchmark set by the QEP.
How will being part of the bridge program help my department?
Participating in the Bridge Experience Program helps departments demonstrate the value of their degrees by connecting coursework to career outcomes. It can also strengthen alumni engagement and support fundraising efforts centered around experiential learning opportunities.
The bridge program reached the goal for participation. Is the program over?
No. The experiential learning components from the Bridge Experience Program will continue to be part of a Virginia Tech education. The number of degrees requiring experiential learning for graduation is expected to grow.
Example paragraph about the Bridge Experience Program:
As part of Virginia Tech’s commitment to experiential learning, many academic majors require students to complete a bridge experience before graduation. These are immersive, career-building opportunities that connect classroom learning to real-world environments through internships, undergraduate research, study abroad, or community-based learning. By spring 2027, an estimated 4,000 students will complete a bridge experience each year.
Where can I get more information?
More details about the Bridge Experience Program can be found on the [Academy for Experiential Learning website]( https://xl.vt.edu/).
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